
Chesil Bank Parish Plan

QUESTIONNAIRE

This questionnaire is the next stage for you  
to have your say on the future of the Chesil Bank Parishes  

of Portesham, Abbotsbury, Langton Herring and Fleet.

Please complete and return by 31st October 2008

Portesham 		
Abbotsbury 		  	
Langton Herring 		
Fleet		



Communities everywhere are constantly changing.  The 
government wants local communities to take more 
control of their own lives, to say what they want doing 
in their own neighbourhoods and to engage with 
other organisations to get it done.  You cannot prevent 
change, but what you can do is influence it.  Parish 
Plans help your community to make change happen.  
This is an opportunity for everyone in your community 
to make themselves heard.  Parish Plans lay out a shared 
vision for the community over the next 10+ years and 
contain a detailed action plan for achieving this vision.  
It is up to the community to define the issues to be 
tackled by a Parish Plan. 

A Parish Plan sets out how community action can meet 
local needs, help to prioritise resources and provide 
important information to help influence the policies, 
decisions and actions of others.  Parish Plans belong to 
the community, to be delivered by that community or 
in partnership with other agencies.  It is a process by 
which the whole community can voice their opinions on 
what actions they wish to see taken in their local area 
in the future.  The plan, when completed may highlight 
actions that can be taken by community members, be 
used to influence service providers such as your local 
authority, and act as evidence of need when applying 
for funding. 

A vital parish plan for the local villages has to be made 
and consultation with the whole community is essential 
to find out the wishes of the people.  The first step 
was to have a Mini Survey followed by an Open Day in 
Portesham Village Hall on November 2007 to explain 
about the Chesil Parish Plan and to establish the areas 
which concern this community.

The second stage is an in depth consultation with the 
whole community by means of this QUESTIONNAIRE. 
One questionnaire per household should be sufficient 
but should another be required please phone 01305 
871183 or visit the website www.abbotsbury.co.uk/
chesilplan.  We would like this questionnaire to be 
completed setting out the thoughts of all persons 
within that household.

The answers you give in this questionnaire will be 
treated as confidential and you will note that the 
completion of this form can be done anonymously.  
Should you wish to volunteer to help in any way or with 
any of the activities in this questionnaire, then please 
see the notes on page 3.

After completion of questionnaires, the results will be 
analysed.  Those results will be published so everyone 
will be aware of the views which have been expressed, 
and upon which future action plans will be based.  
This will then be followed by another open day/public 
meeting and the finalised Plan produced.

The Parish Plan will be used by District and County 
Councils to decide how to spend public funds. It is up to 
you, the community, to have your say on how you feel 
public funds should be spent.

Your completed questionnaire can either;

• be returned by post: �Chesil Plan 
West Yard Barn 
West Street 
Abbotsbury 
DT3 4JT 

or

• �left at one of the following collection points: 
Portesham Post Office 
Abbotsbury Post Office 
Savona, Langton Herring 
Fleet: �Clive Dibben 

PO Box 3885, 
Weymouth, 
DT3 4YS

Please take the time to consider and 
complete your questionnaire.
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Sample questions

Below are sample questions. When completing question 1,  keep a note of whom each number refers to.

Question 2 ‚

Please enter each person living in your household (keep a note of whom each number represents)

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Male 		  4 4 4

Female		  4 4 4

Question 47 ‚
How important do you consider the following ? 
A=Very important  B=Important  C=To be considered  D= Of no importance

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Keeping village Post Offices open 		  A A A A A
Supporting and maintaining local shops and businesses 		 A B B B B
Improving reliability of electricity supply 		  A B B D
Door step delivery 		  B B B D D
Internet 		  A A A A A
Mobile phone masts		  B B C D

 

1 = Bob 
2 = Jean 
3 = David 

4 = Alice 
5 = Paul 
6 = Holly

The questionnaire may be completed by the main householder and up to five other members.

Unless requested otherwise please tick the relevant box number after the questions.

Please leave blank any questions for which you have no opinion and /or you believe the 
question does not apply to you.

Please complete and return by 31st October 2008. 

If you have or wish to volunteer your support, time and/or expertise for any of the activities or community suggestions 
please complete the form below.

Name:.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address:.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone:................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Email:..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Details:
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Your Household 
Question 1 ‚

In which parish is your household located ?

Portesham 		
Abbotsbury 		  	
Langton Herring 		
Fleet		

Question 2 ‚

Please enter each person living in your household (keep a note of whom each number represents)

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Male 		
Female		

Question 3 ‚

What age group do you belong to ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
0-5 		
6-10 		
11-15 		
16-17 		
18-24 		
25-44 		
45-59 		
60-64 		
65-74 		
75-84 		
85+		

Question 4 ‚

How long have you lived in this parish ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Less than 1 year 		
1-5 years 		
6-15 years 		
16-25 years 		
26-50 years 		
51+ years		

Question 5 ‚

If in work, please tick which describes the location of your place of work ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Within village 		
Work from home 		
1-5 miles 		
6-12 miles 		
13-20 miles 		
21+ miles		

1 =  
2 =  
3 =  

4 =  
5 =  
6 = 
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Your Household 
Question 6 ‚

How did you come to live in the Chesil Bank Parish ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Born here 	
Work in area 	
Relatives live nearby 	
Love of village life 	
Love of country life 	
Availability of housing	
Retired here 	
Marriage 	
Setting up home 	
Came with family 	
Other	

Question 7 ‚

How would you like your village or parish to develop ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
As a working community (tourism, agriculture etc)	  	
As a retirement community	  	
As a commuter community	  	
As a tourist centre	  	
To stay as it is	  	
None of these		
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Public issues 
Question 8 ‚
How important do you consider the following ? 
A=Very important  B=Important  C=To be considered  D= Of no importance

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Public transport 	
Village ‘car’ service 	
Affordable ‘local’ housing 	
Dumped cars 	
 ‘Aggressive geese’ (Portesham) 	
Providing and maintenance of pavements (Portesham) 	
Mobile library	

Question 9 ‚

Are you satisfied with the following services for the parish ? 
A=Very satisfied  B=Satisfied  C=Not satisfied

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Fire 	
Police (emergency) 	
Police (local) 	
Ambulance 	
Hospital	

Question 10 ‚

Which, if any, of the following concern you in this parish ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Anti-social behaviour 	
Theft 	
Mugging 	
Vandalism 	
Road safety 	
Graffiti 	
Drunkeness 	
Drug taking	
Dog fouling 	
Litter 	
Bullying	

Question 11 ‚

Do you think that any of the following measures are needed ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
A greater police presence 		
Better consultation between local people and police 		
Drug/drink education/prevention 		
Activities for young people		
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Public issues 
Question 12 ‚

Are you aware of a local Home Watch scheme ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 13 ‚

Would you be interested in becoming a member of a local Home Watch scheme ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 14 ‚

If you use a bus service, what do you use it for ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Education 	
Work 	
Shopping 	
Medical visits 	
Social or leisure 	
Other	

Question 15 ‚

What improvements to bus services would you like to see ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Routes 	
Timetables 	
Reliability 	
Cost 	
Access for disabled	

Question 16‚
Are you prevented from owning your own home by a shortage of properties for sale locally ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 17 ‚

Are you prevented from owning your own home by the price of properties for sale locally ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 		  	
No		
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Public issues 
Question 18 ‚

What sort of home would you be looking to acquire ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Rented 		
Purchased 		
Affordable 		
Single 		
Small family 		
Large family		

Question 19‚
What effect do you think second homes have on our community ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Positive 		
Neutral 		
Negative 		
Don’t know		

Question 20 ‚

Are you seeking further education ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
In the parish 	
Within 10 mile radius (Dorchester/Weymouth/Bridport 	
Further away	

Question 21 ‚

If you are seeking work, education or training, which of the following might prevent you from doing so ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Lack of available childcare 		
Cost of childcare 		
Lack of transport 		
Disability/ill health 		
Lack of care for a dependant		

Question 22 ‚

In relation to your educational needs, does the parish need any of the following ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
More registered child minders 	
After school clubs 	
Holiday play scheme 	
Vocational training opportunities 	
Life skills / parenting / first aid	
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Public issues 
Question 23 ‚

Are the parish churches important to you ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
For Sunday worship 	
For Baptisms/Weddings/Funerals 	
As historic buildings 	
As a focal point of the community 	
A place of peace and quiet 	
Not important to me	

Question 24 ‚

Are you registered as disabled ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 25 ‚

Have you had difficulty signing on with an NHS dentist ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 26 ‚

Are you satisfied with the service from your local Health Centre / Doctors Surgery ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 27 ‚

How do you rate the television reception in your village ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Good 		
Fair 		
Unacceptable		

Question 28 ‚

If you have a digital TV box, how do you rate the reception in your village ?

	 		 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Good 			
Fair 			  	
Unacceptable			
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Public issues 
Question 29 ‚

How do you rate mobile telephone reception in your village ?

	 		 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Good 			
Fair 			  	
Unacceptable			

Question 30 ‚

How do you rate the quality and reliability of telephone land lines in your village ?

	 		 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Good 			
Fair 			  	
Unacceptable			

Question 31 ‚

If reception is poor, would you agree to telephone/TV masts being erected in your area ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No 	
No opinion	

Question 32 ‚

Do you use any of the local telephone boxes ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Often 	
Occasionally 	
Never	

Question 33 ‚

Where do you normally get information about events and activities taking place in your parish ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Notice boards 	
Local paper 	
Local shops 	
Local radio 	
Word of mouth 	
Parish magazine 	
Internet 	
Village halls 	
Other	
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Environmental issues 
Question 34 ‚
How important do you consider the following ? 
A=Very important  B=Important  C=To be considered  D= Of no importance

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Improved recycling facilities 	
Prevention of dog fouling 	
Maintaining ditches and hedges 	
Improving footpaths and signage 	
Public toilet facilities 	
Creating cycle tracks 	
Provision and maintenance of playground 	
Provision and maintenance of sports area 	
More and improved street lighting	

Question 35 ‚

Please indicate your current method of recycling for each of the following items ? 
A=Kerbside collection  B=Recycling points outside of the parish  C=Other  D= I do not recycle

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Glass 	
Plastic 	
Cans 	
Paper 	
Cardboard 	
Tin foil 	
Clothes 	
Shoes 	
Garden Waste	

Question 36 ‚

Would you like plastic bottles to be collected at the kerbside ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 37 ‚

Would you like recycling points within the parish ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	

Question 38 ‚

Would you like to see more litter bins placed in the parish ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 	
No	
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Environmental issues 
Question 39 ‚

What do you think of the condition of the following ? 
A=Good  B=Reasonable  C=Poor  D=No opinion

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Roads 		
Pavements 		
Verges		

Question 40 ‚

When did you last walk a local footpath/bridleway ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Last week	  	
Within a month	  	
This year	  	
Don’t know		
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Traffic issues 
Question 41 ‚
How important do you consider the following ? 
A=Very important  B=Important  C=To be considered  D= Of no importance

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Weymouth relief road 	
Reduced speed limits in villages 	
Weight limit introduced on B3157 	
Traffic calming in villages (speed bumps etc) 	
Improved speed limit signage 	
Speed indicator devices (SIDs) 	
Improved road repairs 	
Traffic lights (Abbotsbury)	

Question 42 ‚
If you have a vehicle, do you have problems parking in your village ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Often 		
Occasionally 		
Never		

Question 43 ‚
Which of the following is your major means of transport ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Car 		
Bike 		
Bus 		
Train		

Question 44 ‚

Do you car share ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 		
No		

Question 45 ‚

How many vehicles are there within your household ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
One 		
Two 		
Three or more		

Question 46 ‚

Would a list, on public display, of available taxi firms within the area, be of use to you ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 		
No		
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Commercial issues 
Question 47 ‚
How important do you consider the following ? 
A=Very important  B=Important  C=To be considered  D= Of no importance

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Keeping village Post Offices open 		
Supporting and maintaining local shops and businesses 		
Improving reliability of electricity supply 		
Door step delivery 		
Internet 		
Mobile phone masts		

Question 48 ‚
Where do you usually buy the following ? 
A=Within the parish  B=Bridport  C=Weymouth  D=Dorchester  E=Further afield  F=Mail order/Internet

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Groceries 		
Fresh fruit/vegetables 		
Meat and fish 		
Clothes 		
DIY supplies 		
White goods 		
Books/music/films		

Question 49 ‚
If you are running a business in the parish, do you need any of the following ? 
Tick more than one box if appropriate.

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
More farm buildings 		
Extension or conversion to existing buildings 		
Small scale light industrial building 		
Contractors machinery yard 		
Tourist facilities/attractions 		
Better services eg. water/power/refuse collection 		
Agricultural farm land		

Question 50 ‚
Should the following be encouraged in and around your parish area ? 
A=Strongly in favour  B=In favour  C=No strong opinion  D=Have reservations  E=Definitely not

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Tourism development / attractions 		
Small business development 		
Small scale industrial workshops 		
More jobs in the Chesil Bank Parish		
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Youth section 
Question 51 ‚
What is most important to you about living in your area ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Relations nearby 		  	
Friends nearby 		
My school 		
Living in the countryside 		
Living near the sea		
Other		
Not sure		

Question 52 ‚
Do you drive a ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Car 		
Motorbike 		
Scooter		
Bicycle		

Question 53 ‚
What activities do you take part in ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Cycling 		  	
Football 		
Cricket 		
Swimming 		
Horse riding		
Fishing		
Shooting		
Skateboarding		
Walking		
Other		

Question 54 ‚
Where do you travel to partake in your activities ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Weymouth 		  	
Dorchester 		
Bridport 		
Further away		

Question 55 ‚
How often do you take part in an activity in your village hall ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Once a week 		  	
Once a month 		
Occasionally 		
Never		
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Youth section 
Question 56 ‚
Do you experience any of the following difficulties getting to social or after school activities ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Do not want to go 		  	
No transport 		
No one to go with 		
Too expensive (taxis etc) 		
No wheelchair access 		
Other		

Question 57 ‚
Do you have access to good information about any of the following ? 
A=Yes, good advice available  B=Don’t know where to go  C=No problems

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
School problems 		  	
Bullying 		
Family problems 		
Lack of friends 		
Drugs 		
Contraception 		
Health problems		

Question 58 ‚
Do you have a personal computer ?

	 Person 	 1 2 3 4 5 6
Yes 		  	
No		

16


